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	To:
	Council

	Date:
	24 March 2025

	Report of:
	[bookmark: _Hlk192753850]Director of Law, Governance and Strategy

	Title of Report: 
	Motions and amendments received in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 11.18

	
	Councillors are asked to debate and reach conclusions on the motions and amendment listed below in accordance with the Council’s rules for debate.
The Constitution permits an hour for debate of these motions.


[bookmark: _Toc430350883][bookmark: _Toc193459890]Introduction
This document sets out motions received by the Director of Law, Governance and Strategy in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 11.18 by the deadline of 1.00pm on 12 March 2025, as amended by the proposers.
All substantive amendments sent by councillors to the Director of Law, Governance and Strategy by publication of the briefing note are also included below.
Unfamiliar terms are explained in the glossary or in footnotes.
Motions will be taken in turn from the Oxford Community Independents, Oxford Independent Group, Real Independent, Labour, Liberal Democrat, Green Independent Oxford Alliance groups in that order.
Introduction
a)	Strengthening Ethical Procurement and Investment Policies to Reaffirm Oxford City Council’s Commitment to Human Rights and International Law (proposed by Cllr Barbara Coyne, Seconded by Cllr Dr Hosnieh Djafari-Marbini) [Amendment Proposed by Cllr Ed Turner, Seconded by Cllr Susan Brown]
b)	Impact of Traffic Filters (Proposed by Cllr Saj Malik, Seconded by Cllr. Mohammed Azad) [Amendment Proposed by Cllr Chris Smowton, Seconded by Cllr Laurence Fouweather]
c)	Devolution (Proposed by Cllr. Susan Brown, Seconded by Cllr. Anna Railton)
d)	Ban Smartphones in Oxford Schools (Proposed by Cllr. Jo Sandelson, Seconded by Cllr Andrew Gant)
e)	Standing up for the rights of refugees, asylum seekers and all of Oxford's community (Proposed by Cllr Alex Powell, Seconded by Cllr Dianne Regisfold)
f)	Decent and Genuinely Affordable Housing for All (Proposed by Cllr. Linda Smith, Seconded by Cllr. Ed Turner)
g)	School Transport Support (Proposed by Cllr. Katherine Miles, Seconded by Cllr. Roz Smith)
h)	Better Bus Connectivity – Putting People Before Profit (Proposed by Cllr. Simon Ottino, Seconded by Cllr. Tiago Corais)
i)	Youth Mobility Scheme (Proposed by Cllr. Laurence Fouweather, Seconded by Cllr. Theo Jupp)
[bookmark: _Toc193459891]Strengthening Ethical Procurement and Investment Policies to Reaffirm Oxford City Council’s Commitment to Human Rights and International Law (proposed by Cllr Barbara Coyne, Seconded by Cllr Dr Hosnieh Djafari-Marbini) [Amendment Proposed by Cllr Ed Turner, Seconded by Cllr Susan Brown]
Oxford Community Independent Group Motion

Council notes:

Oxford City Council’s commitment to human rights, equality and justice is longstanding.[footnoteRef:1] We have democratically embedded ethical policies and practices across our administration.[footnoteRef:2] We are committed to representing every resident in our international city, challenging inequalities,[footnoteRef:3] and upholding the fundamental rights and freedoms of all. [1:  We are proud of our Local Authority of Sanctuary accreditation; our twinship with Ramallah, Palestine, which honours an enduring friendship; and our commitments toward economic and climate justice. We became the first UK local authority to pledge to divest from fossil fuels in 2014 and the first to hold a Citizen's Assembly on Climate Change following our climate emergency declaration in 2019.]  [2:  Our Treasury Management Strategy incorporates an Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) Policy (including an ethical position approved by Council in 2014), which our Financial Services team has applied in selecting our current short-term investments. The strategy notes this ESG policy is to be “refined over time as more consistent metrics are developed,” but represents “an important step in raising the consideration of ESG matters, informing investment decisions and offering appropriate challenge where there is room for improvement.” Our Procurement Strategy also commits to upholding human rights and International Labour Organisation core conventions.]  [3:  As evidenced in our Thriving Communities Strategy 2023-2027.] 

Our leader has noted “the historic role of ethical boycotts, which have played a pivotal role in campaigns for justice” and “Oxford’s prominent role in the anti-apartheid movement”, which culminated in Nelson Mandela’s 1997 visit.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  “Oxford City Council takes stand against the Anti-Boycott Bill” (March 2024). Also available here.] 

Over the past year, successive International Court of Justice (ICJ) rulings have underlined UN member states’ obligation to actively avoid complicity in Israel’s illegal occupation of Palestine and grave violations of human rights,[footnoteRef:5] with UN experts warning that continued inaction “jeopardises the entire edifice of international law”.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  On 19 July 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) affirmed that:
Israel’s occupation of the Palestine is illegal and must end as rapidly as possible; 
Israel is violating fundamental principles of international law (including the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination, the prohibition of racial discrimination and apartheid, and the prohibition of the unlawful use of force); and 
UN member states are under an obligation to take steps to prevent trade or investment relations that assist in the maintenance of Israel’s illegal occupation.
In its order of 26 January 2024, the ICJ concluded it was plausible that, “irreparable prejudice will be caused” to the “right of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip to be protected from acts of genocide” before a final decision in South Africa’s genocide case against Israel could be issued. This was followed by additional ICJ orders indicating provisional measures against Israel in March and May 2024. The UK is legally bound to act to prevent genocide from occurring. See the following expert legal opinions in this regard: Obligations of Third States and Corporations to Prevent and Punish Genocide in Gaza (Al-Haq Europe and SOMO, 2024); Legal Consequences for third States of Israel’s potential breaches of the Genocide Convention in the light of the ICJ’s Provisional Measures Orders (Arab Organisation for Human Rights in the UK, 2024).]  [6:  “UN experts warn international order on a knife’s edge, urge States to comply with ICJ Advisory Opinion” (18 September 2024). UN experts recall that the extreme destruction wrought by Israeli forces in Gaza, and increasingly throughout occupied Palestine, has prompted allegations of domicide, urbicide, scholasticide, medicide and ecocide.] 

Under international law, the legal norms that apply to a state extend to local authorities.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  See, for instance, HRC General comment No. 31: “The Nature of the General Legal Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant” (2004), para. 4 and “Harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific targeted documents,” HRI/MC/2005/3 (2005), para. 50. The UN Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights and Human Rights Council have repeatedly emphasised local governments’ critical role in protecting and promoting universal human rights. For a recent example, see https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/57/L.6] 

Council acted swiftly in response to Russia’s violations of international law.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Our leader ended Oxford’s twinning agreement with Perm less than two weeks after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022, unequivocally condemning Russian breaches of international law.] 


Council believes that:

We have an ethical duty and legal obligation to avoid trade and investment relations and cooperation with entities that recognise, aid or assist violations of international law.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  This duty does not conflict with the Procurement Act 2023, which is now in force. Local authorities may exclude tenderers on grounds that insufficient regard for human rights obligations and responsibilities in areas of the world where a company conducts business constitutes ‘professional misconduct which brings into question the supplier’s integrity’ for the purpose of the Act, according to a recent legal opinion obtained by Amnesty International.] 

The Oxfordshire Pension Fund—to which Council employees and city residents contribute—should adhere to similarly robust ethical standards, in line with its fiduciary duty towards scheme members and employers.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund’s Responsible Investment (RI) Policy states that the fund “believes that responsible investment forms an integral part of its fiduciary duty due to the potential material financial implications that flow from it” and “retains the right to disinvest from or exclude certain companies or sectors if approaches to addressing its concerns prove unsuccessful and it is determined that an investment is no longer aligned with the interests of the fund or poses a material risk”. The fund’s RI policy further affirms that the protection of human rights is an issue of paramount importance for fund members, citing a 2023 member survey on responsible investment; and that risks associated with breaches of human rights figure among the top 10 global risks identified by the World Economic Forum (WEF).] 


Council resolves to:

Request that the cabinet member for finance and asset management strengthen our investment and procurement policies to incorporate, wherever possible and in line with applicable legislation, the UN Principles for Responsible Investment (UN PRI) and Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGP); and explicitly preclude Council knowingly, indirectly or directly, investing in or trading with entities implicated in:
the production of weapons, weapon parts, or military equipment;
fossil fuel extraction, processing, or trade;
state violence and repression, war and occupation and/or grave violations of human rights as defined in international law (including war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide).[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and other serious violations of international law are defined in Articles 6 through 8 of the Rome Statute, which was incorporated into UK law through the International Criminal Court Act 2001. These articles include the crimes of apartheid, colonisation and severe damage to the natural environment. Complicit companies can be identified, inter alia, using the following databases: AFSC’s Investigate database, the Who Profits Research Center database, the OHCHR database of business enterprises involved in illegal settlement activities and People & Planet’s Border Divestment List.] 


Request that the leader write a letter urging the Oxfordshire Pension Fund Committee to work with Brunel[footnoteRef:12] to: [12:  Brunel Pension Partnership is Oxford’s Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) pool. Oxfordshire Pension Fund’s RI Policy “enable[s] the fund to clearly identify priority RI areas to Brunel and, in turn, help inform the ongoing development of their RI approach”.] 

extend existing investment exclusions[footnoteRef:13] and restrictions[footnoteRef:14] to encompass the above-listed activities, anywhere in the world; [13:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund already operates specific activity-based exclusions for tar-sands (also known as oil-sands) extraction; thermal coal extraction; and the manufacture of controversial weapons where there is a risk of severe, systemic, and structural violations of international human rights norms.]  [14:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund swiftly acted to end Russian investments following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022.] 

divest from current investee entities known to be involved in illegal occupation and grave violations of human rights;[footnoteRef:15] and [15:  The fund continues to hold substantial investments in companies complicit in illegal occupation and violations of international law, including arms companies supplying Israel with weapons and military technology; companies providing infrastructure for Israel’s unlawful military occupation of Palestinian land; companies conducting business activity in Israel’s illegal settlements on stolen Palestinian land; and companies providing financing to companies that are involved in said activities. These investments, across 6 funds, total an approximate market value of £157,598,739.46. Companies have been identified using AFSC's Investigate database and the Who Profits Research Center database.] 

commit to ensuring that all investee entities adopt and rigorously implement the UNGP, in addition to the UN Global Compact.

[bookmark: _Hlk193457116]Commit to retendering our banking contract (including accounts for our wholly owned companies) as soon as possible.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Council’s current banking provider, Barclays, remains the number one fossil fuel funder in Europe, raising tens of billions in finance for oil and gas companies; and has provided investment, loans and other financial services to companies providing weapons, components and military technology used by Israel in its attacks on Palestinians and their land. Taking into account the limited financial services options available to local authorities at present, this motion commits to undertaking a new procurement process incorporating robust ethical criteria.] 

Request that the cabinet member for business, culture and an inclusive economy issue and actively disseminate a statement encouraging local businesses and institutions to follow Council’s example in developing robust ethical trade and investment policies and practices, aligned with international law and standards.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Including the UN Global Compact, the UNGP and the UN PRI.] 

Where no contrary legal requirement exists, forgo cooperation with authorities, institutions or groups that participate in, enable, profit from or legitimise violations of human rights and international law.
Ensure that Council implements the above policies and that these are operated and effective, once adopted.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  In particular, we ask Financial Services to ensure that the activities listed in the first resolve are included in ESG indicators relating to Treasury counterparties, to engage with multi asset and money market fund managers on an ongoing basis to avoid indirect investment exposure and to reinvest where funds’ compliance with strengthened policies are incomplete or unclear. We further ask Procurement to integrate ethical considerations into the procurement process and exclude companies involved in the activities listed in the first resolve. Finally, we ask Scrutiny and Audit and Governance to regularly monitor the operation and effectiveness of strengthened ethical investment and procurement policies.] 

Oxford Community Independent Group as amended 

Council notes:

Oxford City Council’s commitment to human rights, equality and justice is longstanding.[footnoteRef:19] We have democratically embedded ethical policies and practices across our administration.[footnoteRef:20] We are committed to representing every resident in our international city, challenging inequalities,[footnoteRef:21] and upholding the fundamental rights and freedoms of all. [19:  We are proud of our Local Authority of Sanctuary accreditation; our twinship with Ramallah, Palestine, which honours an enduring friendship; and our commitments toward economic and climate justice. We became the first UK local authority to pledge to divest from fossil fuels in 2014 and the first to hold a Citizen's Assembly on Climate Change following our climate emergency declaration in 2019.]  [20:  Our Treasury Management Strategy incorporates an Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) Policy (including an ethical position approved by Council in 2014), which our Financial Services team has applied in selecting our current short-term investments. The strategy notes this ESG policy is to be “refined over time as more consistent metrics are developed,” but represents “an important step in raising the consideration of ESG matters, informing investment decisions and offering appropriate challenge where there is room for improvement.” Our Procurement Strategy also commits to upholding human rights and International Labour Organisation core conventions.]  [21:  As evidenced in our Thriving Communities Strategy 2023-2027.] 

Our leader has noted “the historic role of ethical boycotts, which have played a pivotal role in campaigns for justice” and “Oxford’s prominent role in the anti-apartheid movement”, which culminated in Nelson Mandela’s 1997 visit.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  “Oxford City Council takes stand against the Anti-Boycott Bill” (March 2024). Also available here.] 

Over the past year, successive International Court of Justice (ICJ) rulings have underlined UN member states’ obligation to actively avoid complicity in Israel’s illegal occupation of Palestine and grave violations of human rights,[footnoteRef:23] with UN experts warning that continued inaction “jeopardises the entire edifice of international law”.[footnoteRef:24] [23:  On 19 July 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) affirmed that:
Israel’s occupation of the Palestine is illegal and must end as rapidly as possible; 
Israel is violating fundamental principles of international law (including the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination, the prohibition of racial discrimination and apartheid, and the prohibition of the unlawful use of force); and 
UN member states are under an obligation to take steps to prevent trade or investment relations that assist in the maintenance of Israel’s illegal occupation.
In its order of 26 January 2024, the ICJ concluded it was plausible that, “irreparable prejudice will be caused” to the “right of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip to be protected from acts of genocide” before a final decision in South Africa’s genocide case against Israel could be issued. This was followed by additional ICJ orders indicating provisional measures against Israel in March and May 2024. The UK is legally bound to act to prevent genocide from occurring. See the following expert legal opinions in this regard: Obligations of Third States and Corporations to Prevent and Punish Genocide in Gaza (Al-Haq Europe and SOMO, 2024); Legal Consequences for third States of Israel’s potential breaches of the Genocide Convention in the light of the ICJ’s Provisional Measures Orders (Arab Organisation for Human Rights in the UK, 2024).]  [24:  “UN experts warn international order on a knife’s edge, urge States to comply with ICJ Advisory Opinion” (18 September 2024). UN experts recall that the extreme destruction wrought by Israeli forces in Gaza, and increasingly throughout occupied Palestine, has prompted allegations of domicide, urbicide, scholasticide, medicide and ecocide.] 

Under international law, the legal norms that apply to a state extend to local authorities.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  See, for instance, HRC General comment No. 31: “The Nature of the General Legal Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant” (2004), para. 4 and “Harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific targeted documents,” HRI/MC/2005/3 (2005), para. 50. The UN Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights and Human Rights Council have repeatedly emphasised local governments’ critical role in protecting and promoting universal human rights. For a recent example, see https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/57/L.6] 

Council acted swiftly in response to Russia’s violations of international law.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Our leader ended Oxford’s twinning agreement with Perm less than two weeks after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022, unequivocally condemning Russian breaches of international law.] 


Council believes that:

We have an ethical duty and legal obligation to avoid trade and investment relations and cooperation with entities that recognise legitimise, aid or assist violations of international law.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  This duty does not conflict with the Procurement Act 2023, which is now in force. Local authorities may exclude tenderers on grounds that insufficient regard for human rights obligations and responsibilities in areas of the world where a company conducts business constitutes ‘professional misconduct which brings into question the supplier’s integrity’ for the purpose of the Act, according to a recent legal opinion obtained by Amnesty International.] 

The Oxfordshire Pension Fund—to which Council employees and city residents contribute—should adhere to similarly robust ethical standards, in line with its fiduciary duty towards scheme members and employers.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund’s Responsible Investment (RI) Policy states that the fund “believes that responsible investment forms an integral part of its fiduciary duty due to the potential material financial implications that flow from it” and “retains the right to disinvest from or exclude certain companies or sectors if approaches to addressing its concerns prove unsuccessful and it is determined that an investment is no longer aligned with the interests of the fund or poses a material risk”. The fund’s RI policy further affirms that the protection of human rights is an issue of paramount importance for fund members, citing a 2023 member survey on responsible investment; and that risks associated with breaches of human rights figure among the top 10 global risks identified by the World Economic Forum (WEF).] 


Council resolves to:

[bookmark: _Hlk193463145]Request that the cabinet member for finance and asset management strengthen our investment and procurement policies to incorporate, wherever possible and in line with applicable legislation, the UN Principles for Responsible Investment (UN PRI) and Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGP); and explicitly preclude Council knowingly, indirectly or directly, investing in or trading with entities implicated in the following, henceforth referred to as “the proscribed activities”:
the production of weapons, weapon parts, or military equipment;
fossil fuel extraction, processing, or trade;
state violence and repression, war and occupation and/or comprising grave violations of human rights as defined in international law (including war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide).[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and other serious violations of international law are defined in Articles 6 through 8 of the Rome Statute, which was incorporated into UK law through the International Criminal Court Act 2001. These articles include the crimes of apartheid, colonisation and severe damage to the natural environment. Complicit companies can be identified, inter alia, using the following databases: AFSC’s Investigate database, the Who Profits Research Center database, the OHCHR database of business enterprises involved in illegal settlement activities and People & Planet’s Border Divestment List.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk193461942]the production or sale of weapons, weapon parts, or military equipment where there is risk of the above violations being committed.

Request that the leader write a letter urging the Oxfordshire Pension Fund Committee to work with Brunel[footnoteRef:30] to: [30:  Brunel Pension Partnership is Oxford’s Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) pool. Oxfordshire Pension Fund’s RI Policy “enable[s] the fund to clearly identify priority RI areas to Brunel and, in turn, help inform the ongoing development of their RI approach”.] 

extend existing investment exclusions[footnoteRef:31] and restrictions[footnoteRef:32] to encompass the proscribed above-listed activities, anywhere in the world; [31:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund already operates specific activity-based exclusions for tar-sands (also known as oil-sands) extraction; thermal coal extraction; and the manufacture of controversial weapons where there is a risk of severe, systemic, and structural violations of international human rights norms.]  [32:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund swiftly acted to end Russian investments following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022.] 

divest from current investee entities known to be involved in the proscribed activities illegal occupation and grave violations of human rights;[footnoteRef:33] and [33:  The fund continues to hold substantial investments in companies complicit in illegal occupation and violations of international law, including arms companies supplying Weapons and military technology used by Israel to violate international law; companies providing infrastructure for Israel’s unlawful military occupation of Palestinian land; companies conducting business activity in Israel’s illegal settlements on stolen Palestinian land; and companies providing financing to companies that are involved in said activities. These investments, across 6 funds, total an approximate market value of £157,598,739.46. Companies have been identified using AFSC's Investigate database and the Who Profits Research Center database.] 

commit to ensuring that all investee entities adopt and rigorously implement the UNGP, in addition to the UN Global Compact.

Commit to retendering our banking contract (including accounts for our wholly owned companies) as soon as possible.[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Council’s current banking provider, Barclays, remains the number one fossil fuel funder in Europe, raising tens of billions in finance for oil and gas companies; and has provided investment, loans and other financial services to companies providing weapons, components and military technology used by Israel in its attacks on Palestinians and their land. Taking into account the limited financial services options available to local authorities at present, this motion commits to undertaking a new procurement process incorporating robust ethical criteria.] 

Request that the cabinet member for business, culture and an inclusive economy issue and actively disseminate a statement encouraging local businesses and institutions to follow Council’s example in developing robust ethical trade and investment policies and practices, aligned with international law and standards.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  Including the UN Global Compact, the UNGP and the UN PRI.] 

Where no contrary legal requirement exists, forgo cooperation with authorities, institutions or groups that participate in, enable, profit from or legitimise the proscribed activities violations of human rights and international law.
Ensure that Council implements the above policies and that these are operated and effective, once adopted.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  In particular, we ask Financial Services to ensure that the activities listed in the first resolve are included in ESG indicators relating to Treasury counterparties, to engage with multi asset and money market fund managers on an ongoing basis to avoid indirect investment exposure and to reinvest where funds’ compliance with strengthened policies are incomplete or unclear. We further ask Procurement to integrate ethical considerations into the procurement process and exclude companies involved in the activities listed in the first resolve. Finally, we ask Scrutiny and Audit and Governance to regularly monitor the operation and effectiveness of strengthened ethical investment and procurement policies.] 




The motion would now read as:

[bookmark: _Hlk193458382]Council notes:

Oxford City Council’s commitment to human rights, equality and justice is longstanding.[footnoteRef:37] We have democratically embedded ethical policies and practices across our administration.[footnoteRef:38] We are committed to representing every resident in our international city, challenging inequalities,[footnoteRef:39] and upholding the fundamental rights and freedoms of all. [37:  We are proud of our Local Authority of Sanctuary accreditation; our twinship with Ramallah, Palestine, which honours an enduring friendship; and our commitments toward economic and climate justice. We became the first UK local authority to pledge to divest from fossil fuels in 2014 and the first to hold a Citizen's Assembly on Climate Change following our climate emergency declaration in 2019.]  [38:  Our Treasury Management Strategy incorporates an Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) Policy (including an ethical position approved by Council in 2014), which our Financial Services team has applied in selecting our current short-term investments. The strategy notes this ESG policy is to be “refined over time as more consistent metrics are developed,” but represents “an important step in raising the consideration of ESG matters, informing investment decisions and offering appropriate challenge where there is room for improvement.” Our Procurement Strategy also commits to upholding human rights and International Labour Organisation core conventions.]  [39:  As evidenced in our Thriving Communities Strategy 2023-2027.] 

Our leader has noted “the historic role of ethical boycotts, which have played a pivotal role in campaigns for justice” and “Oxford’s prominent role in the anti-apartheid movement”, which culminated in Nelson Mandela’s 1997 visit.[footnoteRef:40] [40:  “Oxford City Council takes stand against the Anti-Boycott Bill” (March 2024). Also available here.] 

Over the past year, successive International Court of Justice (ICJ) rulings have underlined UN member states’ obligation to actively avoid complicity in Israel’s illegal occupation of Palestine and grave violations of human rights,[footnoteRef:41] with UN experts warning that continued inaction “jeopardises the entire edifice of international law”.[footnoteRef:42] [41:  On 19 July 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) affirmed that:
Israel’s occupation of the Palestine is illegal and must end as rapidly as possible; 
Israel is violating fundamental principles of international law (including the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination, the prohibition of racial discrimination and apartheid, and the prohibition of the unlawful use of force); and 
UN member states are under an obligation to take steps to prevent trade or investment relations that assist in the maintenance of Israel’s illegal occupation.
In its order of 26 January 2024, the ICJ concluded it was plausible that, “irreparable prejudice will be caused” to the “right of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip to be protected from acts of genocide” before a final decision in South Africa’s genocide case against Israel could be issued. This was followed by additional ICJ orders indicating provisional measures against Israel in March and May 2024. The UK is legally bound to act to prevent genocide from occurring. See the following expert legal opinions in this regard: Obligations of Third States and Corporations to Prevent and Punish Genocide in Gaza (Al-Haq Europe and SOMO, 2024); Legal Consequences for third States of Israel’s potential breaches of the Genocide Convention in the light of the ICJ’s Provisional Measures Orders (Arab Organisation for Human Rights in the UK, 2024).]  [42:  “UN experts warn international order on a knife’s edge, urge States to comply with ICJ Advisory Opinion” (18 September 2024). UN experts recall that the extreme destruction wrought by Israeli forces in Gaza, and increasingly throughout occupied Palestine, has prompted allegations of domicide, urbicide, scholasticide, medicide and ecocide.] 

Under international law, the legal norms that apply to a state extend to local authorities.[footnoteRef:43] [43:  See, for instance, HRC General comment No. 31: “The Nature of the General Legal Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant” (2004), para. 4 and “Harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific targeted documents,” HRI/MC/2005/3 (2005), para. 50. The UN Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights and Human Rights Council have repeatedly emphasised local governments’ critical role in protecting and promoting universal human rights. For a recent example, see https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/57/L.6] 


Council believes that:

We have an ethical duty and legal obligation to avoid trade and investment relations and cooperation with entities that legitimise, aid or assist violations of international law.[footnoteRef:44] [44:  This duty does not conflict with the Procurement Act 2023, which is now in force. Local authorities may exclude tenderers on grounds that insufficient regard for human rights obligations and responsibilities in areas of the world where a company conducts business constitutes ‘professional misconduct which brings into question the supplier’s integrity’ for the purpose of the Act, according to a recent legal opinion obtained by Amnesty International.] 

The Oxfordshire Pension Fund—to which Council employees and city residents contribute—should adhere to similarly robust ethical standards, in line with its fiduciary duty towards scheme members and employers.[footnoteRef:45] [45:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund’s Responsible Investment (RI) Policy states that the fund “believes that responsible investment forms an integral part of its fiduciary duty due to the potential material financial implications that flow from it” and “retains the right to disinvest from or exclude certain companies or sectors if approaches to addressing its concerns prove unsuccessful and it is determined that an investment is no longer aligned with the interests of the fund or poses a material risk”. The fund’s RI policy further affirms that the protection of human rights is an issue of paramount importance for fund members, citing a 2023 member survey on responsible investment; and that risks associated with breaches of human rights figure among the top 10 global risks identified by the World Economic Forum (WEF).] 


Council resolves to:

Request that the cabinet member for finance and asset management strengthen our investment and procurement policies to incorporate, wherever possible and in line with applicable legislation, the UN Principles for Responsible Investment (UN PRI) and Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGP); and explicitly preclude Council knowingly, indirectly or directly, investing in or trading with entities implicated in the following, henceforth referred to as “the proscribed activities”:
fossil fuel extraction, processing, or trade;
state violence and repression, war and occupation comprising grave violations of human rights as defined in international law (including war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide).[footnoteRef:46] [46:  Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and other serious violations of international law are defined in Articles 6 through 8 of the Rome Statute, which was incorporated into UK law through the International Criminal Court Act 2001. These articles include the crimes of apartheid, colonisation and severe damage to the natural environment. Complicit companies can be identified, inter alia, using the following databases: AFSC’s Investigate database, the Who Profits Research Center database, the OHCHR database of business enterprises involved in illegal settlement activities and People & Planet’s Border Divestment List.] 

the production or sale of weapons, weapon parts, or military equipment where there is risk of the above violations being committed.

Request that the leader write a letter urging the Oxfordshire Pension Fund Committee to work with Brunel[footnoteRef:47] to: [47:  Brunel Pension Partnership is Oxford’s Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) pool. Oxfordshire Pension Fund’s RI Policy “enable[s] the fund to clearly identify priority RI areas to Brunel and, in turn, help inform the ongoing development of their RI approach”.] 

extend existing investment exclusions[footnoteRef:48] and restrictions[footnoteRef:49] to encompass the proscribed activities, anywhere in the world; [48:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund already operates specific activity-based exclusions for tar-sands (also known as oil-sands) extraction; thermal coal extraction; and the manufacture of controversial weapons where there is a risk of severe, systemic, and structural violations of international human rights norms.]  [49:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund swiftly acted to end Russian investments following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022.] 

divest from current investee entities known to be involved in the proscribed activities;[footnoteRef:50] and [50:  The fund continues to hold substantial investments in companies complicit in illegal occupation and violations of international law, including arms companies supplying Weapons and military technology used by Israel to violate international law; companies providing infrastructure for Israel’s unlawful military occupation of Palestinian land; companies conducting business activity in Israel’s illegal settlements on stolen Palestinian land; and companies providing financing to companies that are involved in said activities. These investments, across 6 funds, total an approximate market value of £157,598,739.46. Companies have been identified using AFSC's Investigate database and the Who Profits Research Center database.] 

commit to ensuring that all investee entities adopt and rigorously implement the UNGP, in addition to the UN Global Compact.

Commit to retendering our banking contract (including accounts for our wholly owned companies) as soon as possible.[footnoteRef:51] [51:  Council’s current banking provider, Barclays, remains the number one fossil fuel funder in Europe, raising tens of billions in finance for oil and gas companies; and has provided investment, loans and other financial services to companies providing weapons, components and military technology used by Israel in its attacks on Palestinians and their land. Taking into account the limited financial services options available to local authorities at present, this motion commits to undertaking a new procurement process incorporating robust ethical criteria.] 

Request that the cabinet member for business, culture and an inclusive economy issue and actively disseminate a statement encouraging local businesses and institutions to follow Council’s example in developing robust ethical trade and investment policies and practices, aligned with international law and standards.[footnoteRef:52]Where no contrary legal requirement exists, forgo cooperation with authorities, institutions or groups that participate in, enable, profit from or legitimise the proscribed activities. [52:  Including the UN Global Compact, the UNGP and the UN PRI.] 

Ensure that Council implements the above policies and that these are operated and effective, once adopted.[footnoteRef:53] [53:  In particular, we ask Financial Services to ensure that the activities listed in the first resolve are included in ESG indicators relating to Treasury counterparties, to engage with multi asset and money market fund managers on an ongoing basis to avoid indirect investment exposure and to reinvest where funds’ compliance with strengthened policies are incomplete or unclear. We further ask Procurement to integrate ethical considerations into the procurement process and exclude companies involved in the activities listed in the first resolve. Finally, we ask Scrutiny and Audit and Governance to regularly monitor the operation and effectiveness of strengthened ethical investment and procurement policies.] 



Labour Group Amendment

Council notes:

Oxford City Council’s commitment to human rights, equality and justice is longstanding.[footnoteRef:54] We have democratically embedded ethical policies and practices across our administration.[footnoteRef:55] We are committed to representing every resident in our international city, challenging inequalities,[footnoteRef:56] and upholding the fundamental rights and freedoms of all. [54:  We are proud of our Local Authority of Sanctuary accreditation; our twinship with Ramallah, Palestine, which honours an enduring friendship; and our commitments toward economic and climate justice. We became the first UK local authority to pledge to divest from fossil fuels in 2014 and the first to hold a Citizen's Assembly on Climate Change following our climate emergency declaration in 2019.]  [55:  Our Treasury Management Strategy incorporates an Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) Policy (including an ethical position approved by Council in 2014), which our Financial Services team has applied in selecting our current short-term investments. The strategy notes this ESG policy is to be “refined over time as more consistent metrics are developed,” but represents “an important step in raising the consideration of ESG matters, informing investment decisions and offering appropriate challenge where there is room for improvement.” Our Procurement Strategy also commits to upholding human rights and International Labour Organisation core conventions.]  [56:  As evidenced in our Thriving Communities Strategy 2023-2027.] 

Our leader has noted “the historic role of ethical boycotts, which have played a pivotal role in campaigns for justice” and “Oxford’s prominent role in the anti-apartheid movement”, which culminated in Nelson Mandela’s 1997 visit.[footnoteRef:57] [57:  “Oxford City Council takes stand against the Anti-Boycott Bill” (March 2024). Also available here.] 

Over the past year, successive International Court of Justice (ICJ) rulings have underlined UN member states’ obligation to actively avoid complicity in Israel’s illegal occupation of Palestine and grave violations of human rights,[footnoteRef:58] with UN experts warning that continued inaction “jeopardises the entire edifice of international law”.[footnoteRef:59] [58:  On 19 July 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) affirmed that:
Israel’s occupation of the Palestine is illegal and must end as rapidly as possible; 
Israel is violating fundamental principles of international law (including the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination, the prohibition of racial discrimination and apartheid, and the prohibition of the unlawful use of force); and 
UN member states are under an obligation to take steps to prevent trade or investment relations that assist in the maintenance of Israel’s illegal occupation.
In its order of 26 January 2024, the ICJ concluded it was plausible that, “irreparable prejudice will be caused” to the “right of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip to be protected from acts of genocide” before a final decision in South Africa’s genocide case against Israel could be issued. This was followed by additional ICJ orders indicating provisional measures against Israel in March and May 2024. The UK is legally bound to act to prevent genocide from occurring. See the following expert legal opinions in this regard: Obligations of Third States and Corporations to Prevent and Punish Genocide in Gaza (Al-Haq Europe and SOMO, 2024); Legal Consequences for third States of Israel’s potential breaches of the Genocide Convention in the light of the ICJ’s Provisional Measures Orders (Arab Organisation for Human Rights in the UK, 2024).]  [59:  “UN experts warn international order on a knife’s edge, urge States to comply with ICJ Advisory Opinion” (18 September 2024). UN experts recall that the extreme destruction wrought by Israeli forces in Gaza, and increasingly throughout occupied Palestine, has prompted allegations of domicide, urbicide, scholasticide, medicide and ecocide.] 

Under international law, the legal norms that apply to a state extend to local authorities.[footnoteRef:60] [60:  See, for instance, HRC General comment No. 31: “The Nature of the General Legal Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant” (2004), para. 4 and “Harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific targeted documents,” HRI/MC/2005/3 (2005), para. 50. The UN Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights and Human Rights Council have repeatedly emphasised local governments’ critical role in protecting and promoting universal human rights. For a recent example, see https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/57/L.6] 

Council acted swiftly in response to Russia’s violations of international law.[footnoteRef:61] [61:  Our leader ended Oxford’s twinning agreement with Perm less than two weeks after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022, unequivocally condemning Russian breaches of international law.] 

Oxford City Council has progressive procurement policies supporting local jobs, small businesses, the Oxford Living Wage, apprenticeships and social value, and that it has an ESG policy embedded in its Treasury Management Strategy which was recently approved at budget council.
Council believes that:

We have an ethical duty and legal obligation to avoid trade and investment relations and cooperation with entities that recognise, aid or assist violations of international law.[footnoteRef:62] [62:  This duty does not conflict with the Procurement Act 2023, which is now in force. Local authorities may exclude tenderers on grounds that insufficient regard for human rights obligations and responsibilities in areas of the world where a company conducts business constitutes ‘professional misconduct which brings into question the supplier’s integrity’ for the purpose of the Act, according to a recent legal opinion obtained by Amnesty International.] 

The Oxfordshire Pension Fund—to which Council employees and city residents contribute—should adhere to similarly robust ethical standards, in line with its fiduciary duty towards scheme members and employers.[footnoteRef:63] [63:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund’s Responsible Investment (RI) Policy states that the fund “believes that responsible investment forms an integral part of its fiduciary duty due to the potential material financial implications that flow from it” and “retains the right to disinvest from or exclude certain companies or sectors if approaches to addressing its concerns prove unsuccessful and it is determined that an investment is no longer aligned with the interests of the fund or poses a material risk”. The fund’s RI policy further affirms that the protection of human rights is an issue of paramount importance for fund members, citing a 2023 member survey on responsible investment; and that risks associated with breaches of human rights figure among the top 10 global risks identified by the World Economic Forum (WEF).] 


Council resolves to:

Request that the cabinet member for finance and asset management brings forward for the next review of the Treasury Management Strategy and the Procurement Strategy costed options which allow it strengthen our investment and procurement policies to incorporate, wherever possible and in line with applicable legislation, the UN Principles for Responsible Investment (UN PRI) and Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGP); and explicitly preclude Council knowingly, indirectly or directly, investing in or trading with entities implicated in:
the production of weapons, weapon parts, or military equipment;
fossil fuel extraction, processing, or trade;
state violence and repression, war and occupation and/or grave violations of human rights as defined in international law (including war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide).[footnoteRef:64] [64:  Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and other serious violations of international law are defined in Articles 6 through 8 of the Rome Statute, which was incorporated into UK law through the International Criminal Court Act 2001. These articles include the crimes of apartheid, colonisation and severe damage to the natural environment. Complicit companies can be identified, inter alia, using the following databases: AFSC’s Investigate database, the Who Profits Research Center database, the OHCHR database of business enterprises involved in illegal settlement activities and People & Planet’s Border Divestment List.] 


Request that the leader write a letter urging the Oxfordshire Pension Fund Committee to work with Brunel[footnoteRef:65] to: [65:  Brunel Pension Partnership is Oxford’s Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) pool. Oxfordshire Pension Fund’s RI Policy “enable[s] the fund to clearly identify priority RI areas to Brunel and, in turn, help inform the ongoing development of their RI approach”.] 

extend existing investment exclusions[footnoteRef:66] and restrictions[footnoteRef:67] to encompass the above-listed activities, anywhere in the world; [66:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund already operates specific activity-based exclusions for tar-sands (also known as oil-sands) extraction; thermal coal extraction; and the manufacture of controversial weapons where there is a risk of severe, systemic, and structural violations of international human rights norms.]  [67:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund swiftly acted to end Russian investments following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022.] 

divest from current investee entities known to be involved in illegal occupation and grave violations of human rights;[footnoteRef:68] and [68:  The fund continues to hold substantial investments in companies complicit in illegal occupation and violations of international law, including arms companies supplying Israel with weapons and military technology; companies providing infrastructure for Israel’s unlawful military occupation of Palestinian land; companies conducting business activity in Israel’s illegal settlements on stolen Palestinian land; and companies providing financing to companies that are involved in said activities. These investments, across 6 funds, total an approximate market value of £157,598,739.46. Companies have been identified using AFSC's Investigate database and the Who Profits Research Center database.] 

commit to ensuring that all investee entities adopt and rigorously implement the UNGP, in addition to the UN Global Compact.

[bookmark: _Hlk193458456]Commit to retendering our banking contract (including accounts for our wholly owned companies) as soon as possible.[footnoteRef:69] Write once again to Barclays Bank to ask it to desist from fossil fuel investments and ask the Cabinet to ensure these criteria are taken into consideration as part of the evaluation when the banking contract is next retendered. [69:  Council’s current banking provider, Barclays, remains the number one fossil fuel funder in Europe, raising tens of billions in finance for oil and gas companies; and has provided investment, loans and other financial services to companies providing weapons, components and military technology used by Israel in its attacks on Palestinians and their land. Taking into account the limited financial services options available to local authorities at present, this motion commits to undertaking a new procurement process incorporating robust ethical criteria.] 

Request that the cabinet member for business, culture and an inclusive economy issue and actively disseminate a statement encouraging local businesses and institutions to follow Council’s example in developing robust ethical trade and investment policies and practices, aligned with international law and standards.[footnoteRef:70] [70:  Including the UN Global Compact, the UNGP and the UN PRI.] 

Where no contrary legal requirement exists, forgo cooperation with authorities, institutions or groups that participate in, enable, profit from or legitimise violations of human rights and international law.
Ensure that Council implements the above policies and that these are operated and effective, once adopted.[footnoteRef:71] [71:  In particular, we ask Financial Services to ensure that the activities listed in the first resolve are included in ESG indicators relating to Treasury counterparties, to engage with multi asset and money market fund managers on an ongoing basis to avoid indirect investment exposure and to reinvest where funds’ compliance with strengthened policies are incomplete or unclear. We further ask Procurement to integrate ethical considerations into the procurement process and exclude companies involved in the activities listed in the first resolve. Finally, we ask Scrutiny and Audit and Governance to regularly monitor the operation and effectiveness of strengthened ethical investment and procurement policies.] 



If agreed, the motion would read:

Council notes:

Oxford City Council’s commitment to human rights, equality and justice is longstanding.[footnoteRef:72] We have democratically embedded ethical policies and practices across our administration.[footnoteRef:73] We are committed to representing every resident in our international city, challenging inequalities,[footnoteRef:74] and upholding the fundamental rights and freedoms of all. [72:  We are proud of our Local Authority of Sanctuary accreditation; our twinship with Ramallah, Palestine, which honours an enduring friendship; and our commitments toward economic and climate justice. We became the first UK local authority to pledge to divest from fossil fuels in 2014 and the first to hold a Citizen's Assembly on Climate Change following our climate emergency declaration in 2019.]  [73:  Our Treasury Management Strategy incorporates an Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) Policy (including an ethical position approved by Council in 2014), which our Financial Services team has applied in selecting our current short-term investments. The strategy notes this ESG policy is to be “refined over time as more consistent metrics are developed,” but represents “an important step in raising the consideration of ESG matters, informing investment decisions and offering appropriate challenge where there is room for improvement.” Our Procurement Strategy also commits to upholding human rights and International Labour Organisation core conventions.]  [74:  As evidenced in our Thriving Communities Strategy 2023-2027.] 

Our leader has noted “the historic role of ethical boycotts, which have played a pivotal role in campaigns for justice” and “Oxford’s prominent role in the anti-apartheid movement”, which culminated in Nelson Mandela’s 1997 visit.[footnoteRef:75] [75:  “Oxford City Council takes stand against the Anti-Boycott Bill” (March 2024). Also available here.] 

Over the past year, successive International Court of Justice (ICJ) rulings have underlined UN member states’ obligation to actively avoid complicity in Israel’s illegal occupation of Palestine and grave violations of human rights,[footnoteRef:76] with UN experts warning that continued inaction “jeopardises the entire edifice of international law”.[footnoteRef:77] [76:  On 19 July 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) affirmed that:
Israel’s occupation of the Palestine is illegal and must end as rapidly as possible; 
Israel is violating fundamental principles of international law (including the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination, the prohibition of racial discrimination and apartheid, and the prohibition of the unlawful use of force); and 
UN member states are under an obligation to take steps to prevent trade or investment relations that assist in the maintenance of Israel’s illegal occupation.
In its order of 26 January 2024, the ICJ concluded it was plausible that, “irreparable prejudice will be caused” to the “right of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip to be protected from acts of genocide” before a final decision in South Africa’s genocide case against Israel could be issued. This was followed by additional ICJ orders indicating provisional measures against Israel in March and May 2024. The UK is legally bound to act to prevent genocide from occurring. See the following expert legal opinions in this regard: Obligations of Third States and Corporations to Prevent and Punish Genocide in Gaza (Al-Haq Europe and SOMO, 2024); Legal Consequences for third States of Israel’s potential breaches of the Genocide Convention in the light of the ICJ’s Provisional Measures Orders (Arab Organisation for Human Rights in the UK, 2024).]  [77:  “UN experts warn international order on a knife’s edge, urge States to comply with ICJ Advisory Opinion” (18 September 2024). UN experts recall that the extreme destruction wrought by Israeli forces in Gaza, and increasingly throughout occupied Palestine, has prompted allegations of domicide, urbicide, scholasticide, medicide and ecocide.] 

Under international law, the legal norms that apply to a state extend to local authorities.[footnoteRef:78] [78:  See, for instance, HRC General comment No. 31: “The Nature of the General Legal Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant” (2004), para. 4 and “Harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific targeted documents,” HRI/MC/2005/3 (2005), para. 50. The UN Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights and Human Rights Council have repeatedly emphasised local governments’ critical role in protecting and promoting universal human rights. For a recent example, see https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/57/L.6] 

Council acted swiftly in response to Russia’s violations of international law.[footnoteRef:79] [79:  Our leader ended Oxford’s twinning agreement with Perm less than two weeks after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 2022, unequivocally condemning Russian breaches of international law.] 

Oxford City Council has progressive procurement policies supporting local jobs, small businesses, the Oxford Living Wage, apprenticeships and social value, and that it has an ESG policy embedded in its Treasury Management Strategy which was recently approved at budget council.

Council believes that:

We have an ethical duty and legal obligation to avoid trade and investment relations and cooperation with entities that recognise, aid or assist violations of international law.[footnoteRef:80] [80:  This duty does not conflict with the Procurement Act 2023, which is now in force. Local authorities may exclude tenderers on grounds that insufficient regard for human rights obligations and responsibilities in areas of the world where a company conducts business constitutes ‘professional misconduct which brings into question the supplier’s integrity’ for the purpose of the Act, according to a recent legal opinion obtained by Amnesty International.] 

The Oxfordshire Pension Fund—to which Council employees and city residents contribute—should adhere to similarly robust ethical standards, in line with its fiduciary duty towards scheme members and employers.[footnoteRef:81] [81:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund’s Responsible Investment (RI) Policy states that the fund “believes that responsible investment forms an integral part of its fiduciary duty due to the potential material financial implications that flow from it” and “retains the right to disinvest from or exclude certain companies or sectors if approaches to addressing its concerns prove unsuccessful and it is determined that an investment is no longer aligned with the interests of the fund or poses a material risk”. The fund’s RI policy further affirms that the protection of human rights is an issue of paramount importance for fund members, citing a 2023 member survey on responsible investment; and that risks associated with breaches of human rights figure among the top 10 global risks identified by the World Economic Forum (WEF).] 


Council resolves to:

[bookmark: _Hlk193458644]Request that the cabinet member for finance and asset management brings forward for the next review of the Treasury Management Strategy and the Procurement Strategy costed options which allow it to incorporate, wherever possible and in line with applicable legislation, the UN Principles for Responsible Investment (UN PRI) and Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGP); and explicitly preclude Council knowingly, indirectly or directly, investing in or trading with entities implicated in:
fossil fuel extraction, processing, or trade;
state violence and repression, war and occupation and/or grave violations of human rights as defined in international law (including war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide).[footnoteRef:82] [82:  Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and other serious violations of international law are defined in Articles 6 through 8 of the Rome Statute, which was incorporated into UK law through the International Criminal Court Act 2001. These articles include the crimes of apartheid, colonisation and severe damage to the natural environment. Complicit companies can be identified, inter alia, using the following databases: AFSC’s Investigate database, the Who Profits Research Center database, the OHCHR database of business enterprises involved in illegal settlement activities and People & Planet’s Border Divestment List.] 


Request that the leader write a letter urging the Oxfordshire Pension Fund Committee to work with Brunel[footnoteRef:83] to: [83:  Brunel Pension Partnership is Oxford’s Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) pool. Oxfordshire Pension Fund’s RI Policy “enable[s] the fund to clearly identify priority RI areas to Brunel and, in turn, help inform the ongoing development of their RI approach”.] 

extend existing investment exclusions[footnoteRef:84] and restrictions[footnoteRef:85] to encompass the above-listed activities, anywhere in the world; [84:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund already operates specific activity-based exclusions for tar-sands (also known as oil-sands) extraction; thermal coal extraction; and the manufacture of controversial weapons where there is a risk of severe, systemic, and structural violations of international human rights norms.]  [85:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund swiftly acted to end Russian investments following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022.] 

divest from current investee entities known to be involved in illegal occupation and grave violations of human rights;[footnoteRef:86] and [86:  The fund continues to hold substantial investments in companies complicit in illegal occupation and violations of international law, including arms companies supplying Israel with weapons and military technology; companies providing infrastructure for Israel’s unlawful military occupation of Palestinian land; companies conducting business activity in Israel’s illegal settlements on stolen Palestinian land; and companies providing financing to companies that are involved in said activities. These investments, across 6 funds, total an approximate market value of £157,598,739.46. Companies have been identified using AFSC's Investigate database and the Who Profits Research Center database.] 

commit to ensuring that all investee entities adopt and rigorously implement the UNGP, in addition to the UN Global Compact.

Write once again to Barclays Bank to ask it to desist from fossil fuel investments[footnoteRef:87] and ask the Cabinet to ensure these criteria are taken into consideration as part of the evaluation when the banking contract is next retendered. [87:  Council’s current banking provider, Barclays, remains the number one fossil fuel funder in Europe, raising tens of billions in finance for oil and gas companies; and has provided investment, loans and other financial services to companies providing weapons, components and military technology used by Israel in its attacks on Palestinians and their land. Taking into account the limited financial services options available to local authorities at present, this motion commits to undertaking a new procurement process incorporating robust ethical criteria.] 

Request that the cabinet member for business, culture and an inclusive economy issue and actively disseminate a statement encouraging local businesses and institutions to follow Council’s example in developing robust ethical trade and investment policies and practices, aligned with international law and standards.[footnoteRef:88] [88:  Including the UN Global Compact, the UNGP and the UN PRI.] 

Where no contrary legal requirement exists, forgo cooperation with authorities, institutions or groups that participate in, enable, profit from or legitimise violations of human rights and international law.
Ensure that Council implements the above policies and that these are operated and effective, once adopted.[footnoteRef:89] [89:  In particular, we ask Financial Services to ensure that the activities listed in the first resolve are included in ESG indicators relating to Treasury counterparties, to engage with multi asset and money market fund managers on an ongoing basis to avoid indirect investment exposure and to reinvest where funds’ compliance with strengthened policies are incomplete or unclear. We further ask Procurement to integrate ethical considerations into the procurement process and exclude companies involved in the activities listed in the first resolve. Finally, we ask Scrutiny and Audit and Governance to regularly monitor the operation and effectiveness of strengthened ethical investment and procurement policies.] 



If the Labour amendment was agreed, the final motion would read as:

Council notes:

Oxford City Council’s commitment to human rights, equality and justice is longstanding.[footnoteRef:90] We have democratically embedded ethical policies and practices across our administration.[footnoteRef:91] We are committed to representing every resident in our international city, challenging inequalities,[footnoteRef:92] and upholding the fundamental rights and freedoms of all. [90:  We are proud of our Local Authority of Sanctuary accreditation; our twinship with Ramallah, Palestine, which honours an enduring friendship; and our commitments toward economic and climate justice. We became the first UK local authority to pledge to divest from fossil fuels in 2014 and the first to hold a Citizen's Assembly on Climate Change following our climate emergency declaration in 2019.]  [91:  Our Treasury Management Strategy incorporates an Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) Policy (including an ethical position approved by Council in 2014), which our Financial Services team has applied in selecting our current short-term investments. The strategy notes this ESG policy is to be “refined over time as more consistent metrics are developed,” but represents “an important step in raising the consideration of ESG matters, informing investment decisions and offering appropriate challenge where there is room for improvement.” Our Procurement Strategy also commits to upholding human rights and International Labour Organisation core conventions.]  [92:  As evidenced in our Thriving Communities Strategy 2023-2027.] 

Our leader has noted “the historic role of ethical boycotts, which have played a pivotal role in campaigns for justice” and “Oxford’s prominent role in the anti-apartheid movement”, which culminated in Nelson Mandela’s 1997 visit.[footnoteRef:93] [93:  “Oxford City Council takes stand against the Anti-Boycott Bill” (March 2024). Also available here.] 

Over the past year, successive International Court of Justice (ICJ) rulings have underlined UN member states’ obligation to actively avoid complicity in Israel’s illegal occupation of Palestine and grave violations of human rights,[footnoteRef:94] with UN experts warning that continued inaction “jeopardises the entire edifice of international law”.[footnoteRef:95] [94:  On 19 July 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) affirmed that:
Israel’s occupation of the Palestine is illegal and must end as rapidly as possible; 
Israel is violating fundamental principles of international law (including the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination, the prohibition of racial discrimination and apartheid, and the prohibition of the unlawful use of force); and 
UN member states are under an obligation to take steps to prevent trade or investment relations that assist in the maintenance of Israel’s illegal occupation.
In its order of 26 January 2024, the ICJ concluded it was plausible that, “irreparable prejudice will be caused” to the “right of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip to be protected from acts of genocide” before a final decision in South Africa’s genocide case against Israel could be issued. This was followed by additional ICJ orders indicating provisional measures against Israel in March and May 2024. The UK is legally bound to act to prevent genocide from occurring. See the following expert legal opinions in this regard: Obligations of Third States and Corporations to Prevent and Punish Genocide in Gaza (Al-Haq Europe and SOMO, 2024); Legal Consequences for third States of Israel’s potential breaches of the Genocide Convention in the light of the ICJ’s Provisional Measures Orders (Arab Organisation for Human Rights in the UK, 2024).]  [95:  “UN experts warn international order on a knife’s edge, urge States to comply with ICJ Advisory Opinion” (18 September 2024). UN experts recall that the extreme destruction wrought by Israeli forces in Gaza, and increasingly throughout occupied Palestine, has prompted allegations of domicide, urbicide, scholasticide, medicide and ecocide.] 

Under international law, the legal norms that apply to a state extend to local authorities.[footnoteRef:96] [96:  See, for instance, HRC General comment No. 31: “The Nature of the General Legal Obligation Imposed on States Parties to the Covenant” (2004), para. 4 and “Harmonized guidelines on reporting under the international human rights treaties, including guidelines on a common core document and treaty-specific targeted documents,” HRI/MC/2005/3 (2005), para. 50. The UN Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights and Human Rights Council have repeatedly emphasised local governments’ critical role in protecting and promoting universal human rights. For a recent example, see https://docs.un.org/en/A/HRC/57/L.6] 

Oxford City Council has progressive procurement policies supporting local jobs, small businesses, the Oxford Living Wage, apprenticeships and social value, and that it has an ESG policy embedded in its Treasury Management Strategy which was recently approved at budget council.

Council believes that:

We have an ethical duty and legal obligation to avoid trade and investment relations and cooperation with entities that legitamise, aid or assist violations of international law.[footnoteRef:97] [97:  This duty does not conflict with the Procurement Act 2023, which is now in force. Local authorities may exclude tenderers on grounds that insufficient regard for human rights obligations and responsibilities in areas of the world where a company conducts business constitutes ‘professional misconduct which brings into question the supplier’s integrity’ for the purpose of the Act, according to a recent legal opinion obtained by Amnesty International.] 

The Oxfordshire Pension Fund—to which Council employees and city residents contribute—should adhere to similarly robust ethical standards, in line with its fiduciary duty towards scheme members and employers.[footnoteRef:98] [98:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund’s Responsible Investment (RI) Policy states that the fund “believes that responsible investment forms an integral part of its fiduciary duty due to the potential material financial implications that flow from it” and “retains the right to disinvest from or exclude certain companies or sectors if approaches to addressing its concerns prove unsuccessful and it is determined that an investment is no longer aligned with the interests of the fund or poses a material risk”. The fund’s RI policy further affirms that the protection of human rights is an issue of paramount importance for fund members, citing a 2023 member survey on responsible investment; and that risks associated with breaches of human rights figure among the top 10 global risks identified by the World Economic Forum (WEF).] 


Council resolves to:

Request that the cabinet member for finance and asset management brings forward for the next review of the Treasury Management Strategy and the Procurement Strategy costed options which allow it to incorporate, wherever possible and in line with applicable legislation, the UN Principles for Responsible Investment (UN PRI) and Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGP); and explicitly preclude Council knowingly, indirectly or directly, investing in or trading with entities implicated in the following, henceforth referred to as “the proscribed activities”::
fossil fuel extraction, processing, or trade;
state violence and repression, war and occupation comprising grave violations of human rights as defined in international law (including war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide).[footnoteRef:99] [99:  Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and other serious violations of international law are defined in Articles 6 through 8 of the Rome Statute, which was incorporated into UK law through the International Criminal Court Act 2001. These articles include the crimes of apartheid, colonisation and severe damage to the natural environment. Complicit companies can be identified, inter alia, using the following databases: AFSC’s Investigate database, the Who Profits Research Center database, the OHCHR database of business enterprises involved in illegal settlement activities and People & Planet’s Border Divestment List.] 

state violence and repression, war and occupation comprising grave violations of human rights as defined in international law (including war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide).[footnoteRef:100] [100:  Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and other serious violations of international law are defined in Articles 6 through 8 of the Rome Statute, which was incorporated into UK law through the International Criminal Court Act 2001. These articles include the crimes of apartheid, colonisation and severe damage to the natural environment. Complicit companies can be identified, inter alia, using the following databases: AFSC’s Investigate database, the Who Profits Research Center database, the OHCHR database of business enterprises involved in illegal settlement activities and People & Planet’s Border Divestment List.] 


Request that the leader write a letter urging the Oxfordshire Pension Fund Committee to work with Brunel[footnoteRef:101] to: [101:  Brunel Pension Partnership is Oxford’s Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) pool. Oxfordshire Pension Fund’s RI Policy “enable[s] the fund to clearly identify priority RI areas to Brunel and, in turn, help inform the ongoing development of their RI approach”.] 

extend existing investment exclusions[footnoteRef:102] and restrictions[footnoteRef:103] to encompass the proscribed activities, anywhere in the world; [102:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund already operates specific activity-based exclusions for tar-sands (also known as oil-sands) extraction; thermal coal extraction; and the manufacture of controversial weapons where there is a risk of severe, systemic, and structural violations of international human rights norms.]  [103:  Oxfordshire Pension Fund swiftly acted to end Russian investments following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022.] 

divest from current investee entities known to be involved in the proscribed activities;[footnoteRef:104] and [104:  The fund continues to hold substantial investments in companies complicit in illegal occupation and violations of international law, including arms companies supplying Weapons and military technology used by Israel to violate international law; companies providing infrastructure for Israel’s unlawful military occupation of Palestinian land; companies conducting business activity in Israel’s illegal settlements on stolen Palestinian land; and companies providing financing to companies that are involved in said activities. These investments, across 6 funds, total an approximate market value of £157,598,739.46. Companies have been identified using AFSC's Investigate database and the Who Profits Research Center database.] 

commit to ensuring that all investee entities adopt and rigorously implement the UNGP, in addition to the UN Global Compact.

Write once again to Barclays Bank to ask it to desist from fossil fuel investments and ask the Cabinet to ensure these criteria are taken into consideration as part of the evaluation when the banking contract is next retendered.
Request that the cabinet member for business, culture and an inclusive economy issue and actively disseminate a statement encouraging local businesses and institutions to follow Council’s example in developing robust ethical trade and investment policies and practices, aligned with international law and standards.[footnoteRef:105] [105:  Including the UN Global Compact, the UNGP and the UN PRI.] 

Where no contrary legal requirement exists, forgo cooperation with authorities, institutions or groups that participate in, enable, profit from or legitimise the proscribed activities.
Ensure that Council implements the above policies and that these are operated and effective, once adopted.[footnoteRef:106] [106:  In particular, we ask Financial Services to ensure that the activities listed in the first resolve are included in ESG indicators relating to Treasury counterparties, to engage with multi asset and money market fund managers on an ongoing basis to avoid indirect investment exposure and to reinvest where funds’ compliance with strengthened policies are incomplete or unclear. We further ask Procurement to integrate ethical considerations into the procurement process and exclude companies involved in the activities listed in the first resolve. Finally, we ask Scrutiny and Audit and Governance to regularly monitor the operation and effectiveness of strengthened ethical investment and procurement policies.] 


[bookmark: _Toc193459892]Impact of Traffic Filters (Proposed by Cllr Saj Malik, Seconded by Cllr. Mohammed Azad) [Amendment Proposed by Cllr Chris Smowton, Seconded by Cllr Laurence Fouweather]
Real Independent Group Motion

The Council notes that Oxfordshire County Council refuses to commit to a thorough economic impact assessment of the likely effects of the traffic filters on Oxford’s small business community, instead focusing solely on the dry data of just two metrics: Mastercard spend and footfall.[footnoteRef:107]  [107:  Microsoft Word - Appx A Traffic_Filter_M&E_Plan_Monitoring Data &_Evidence_v2.2_accessible.docx ] 

The City Council believes that these metrics fail to offer an accurate assessment of the economic impact on small businesses which would be better evaluated by reference to turnover, staff numbers and comprehensive face to face business forums. 
This Council therefore requests that the Cabinet Member for Planning:  
1. Look to commission and publish its own independent survey of Oxford’s businesses with regard to the economic impact of the traffic filters with particular reference to businesses' turnover and staff numbers impact, mainly established via Oxford City Council-organised surveys and face-to-face business forums across the city, which will help the council properly understand the impact. 
1. Commits to working closely with existing Oxford small business groups in order to maximise the response of the survey. 


Liberal Democrat Amendment

The Council notes that Oxfordshire County Council refuses to commit to a thorough economic impact assessment of the likely effects of the traffic filters on Oxford’s small business community, instead focusing solely on the dry data of just two metrics: Mastercard spend and footfall on three quantitative metrics (Mastercard spend, footfall and shop vacancy rates) plus qualitative business surveys as part of stakeholder engagement.[footnoteRef:108]  [108:  Microsoft Word - Appx A Traffic_Filter_M&E_Plan_Monitoring Data &_Evidence_v2.2_accessible.docx ] 

The City Council believes that these metrics fail to offer an accurate assessment of the economic impact on small businesses which would be better evaluated by reference to turnover, and staff numbers and comprehensive face to face business forums. 
This Council therefore requests that the Cabinet Member for Planning:  
1. Look to commission and publish its own independent survey of Oxford’s businesses with regard to the economic impact of the traffic filters with particular reference to businesses' turnover and staff numbers impact, mainly established via Oxford City Council-organised surveys and face-to-face business forums across the city, which will help the council properly understand the impact. 
2. Commits to working closely with existing Oxford small business groups in order to maximise the response of the survey. 


If agreed, the motion would read:
The Council notes that Oxfordshire County Council refuses to commit to a thorough economic impact assessment of the likely effects of the traffic filters on Oxford’s small business community, instead focusing on three quantitative metrics (Mastercard spend, footfall and shop vacancy rates) plus qualitative business surveys as part of stakeholder engagement.[footnoteRef:109]  [109:  Microsoft Word - Appx A Traffic_Filter_M&E_Plan_Monitoring Data &_Evidence_v2.2_accessible.docx ] 

The City Council believes that these metrics fail to offer an accurate assessment of the economic impact on small businesses which would be better evaluated by reference to turnover, and staff numbers. 
This Council therefore requests that the Cabinet Member for Planning:  
1. Look to commission and publish its own independent survey of Oxford’s businesses with regard to the economic impact of the traffic filters with particular reference to businesses' turnover and staff numbers impact, which will help the council properly understand the impact. 
2. Commits to working closely with existing Oxford small business groups in order to maximise the response of the survey. 

[bookmark: _Toc193459893]Devolution (Proposed by Cllr. Susan Brown, Seconded by Cllr. Anna Railton)
Labour Group Motion

The English Devolution White Paper published by the Government on Monday 16 December 2024 will open up opportunities for our local economy and for local residents in Oxford. 
Devolution could give more influence here in our local community over the policies and services that impact on our lives and our local economy. 
Services currently run from Whitehall could instead be run by a new strategic authority for the Thames Valley, which would be led by a directly elected mayor. 
Learning from and inspired by the work of elected Mayors and strategic areas like Greater Manchester and the West Midlands, a Thames Valley authority linking together our cities, towns and villages has the potential to be the largest and most successful economy in the UK outside London. The opportunities for our region are huge, and we need to take advantage of them. 
This council welcomes any movement of power away from Whitehall closer to local communities, and the Mayoral Strategic Authorities will gain strategic powers on transport, employment, growth and skills and strategic planning. 
The White Paper also gives us an historic opportunity to bring all local government services back together and to an authority that reflects our city geography. 
Council believe once unitary geography is established, citizens of Oxford and our local communities will be best served from having councillors who are as close to those communities as possible.  
It believes that in designing new unitary authorities, there is a balance to be struck over size and that very large authorities are unlikely to be sufficiently responsive to their communities. 
We are rightly proud in Oxford that our councillors are representative of our wider community in terms of age, gender, work, skills and diversity. We want to ensure that far into the future councillors of all parties and none will continue to represent the full diversity of our historic city. 
Our councillors will represent all ages; those in work, retired or carers; those whose families have lived here for generations and those who have recently made our city their home; people from many different jobs and experiences and from different working backgrounds and cultures; of different, ethnic, religious and political influences. 
With local government reorganisation alongside the creation of a new strategic authority for the Thames Valley, it is vital that in the new unitary councils, the future representatives are able to continue the long tradition of standing up for the people of Oxford and those who work here. 
Council resolves: 
· To pledge to put the citizens of the city of Oxford and its surrounding areas at the heart of all of our discussions to develop proposals that will be best for the residents and businesses in our city. 
· To work at pace but to also make sure that we are taking sufficient time to develop sound proposals that will support Oxford’s residents and economy to be well governed for the decades ahead 

[bookmark: _Toc193459894]Ban Smartphones in Oxford Schools (Proposed by Cllr. Jo Sandelson, Seconded by Cllr Andrew Gant)
Liberal Democrat Group Motion

This Council supports calls for the immediate implementation of a ban on the use of smartphones in all primary and secondary schools for children up to the age of 16 years within Oxford, with exceptions to be addressed here. 
MP Josh MacAlister’s Safer Phones Bill1 has been watered down[footnoteRef:110] to exclude the ban on smartphones in schools. He reports, “It’s time to address the negative effects of excessive screen time and social media use on children’s health, sleep and learning. Parents are crying out for legislation to support them in keeping their children safe from online harm. Gen Z themselves regret how long they spend on social media. In January, Norway has chosen to raise the digital age of consent. At the beginning of this month, Denmark has implemented measures around schools and afterschool clubs”.  [110:  7 March 2025 BBC News Safer Phones Bill October 2024 ] 

Gillian McDermott Head of Cutteslowe Primary School points to Jonathan Haidt’s The Anxious Generation,[footnoteRef:111] showing overwhelmingly the harm done to children through excessive use of smartphones. He examined what happened to young people in the early 2010s that triggered the surge of anxiety and depression, social isolation and cyber-bullying and academic disengagement from 2012 which in some cases have contributed to self harm and death since then.   [111:  Cutteslowe Community Partnership Full Meeting 6 Feb 2025 The Anxious Generation Jonathan Haidt, Penguin 2024 ] 

The LibDem MP Max Wilkinson[footnoteRef:112] says regulations are far behind reality and technology. Barnardos[footnoteRef:113] say that the average teenager is spending up to five hours a day on social media. Ofcom research[footnoteRef:114] found that 71% of children aged between 5 and 15 used a smartphone to get online in 2023. 75% of parents had concerns related to content inappropriate for their children’s age. 73% was adult or sexual content.   [112:  BBC R4 Any Questions 07.03.25 ]  [113:  Westminster Hall Debate May 2024 ]  [114:  Children and Parents: Media Use and Attitudes 29.03.2023 ] 

In schools such as Michaela[footnoteRef:115] in London the general conduct of the children is excellent and the high academic levels are some of the best in the country. “School is key”, says its Head Teacher Katherine Birbalsingh[footnoteRef:116] “the one sure way of children being able to change their stars”.   [115:  Matt Goodwin, journalist ex pupil at Michaela Community School in Wembley, London 7.3.25 R4 Any Questions ]  [116:  Charlotte Edwardes The Times, Feb 2022 ] 

Eric Schmit[footnoteRef:117] the ex-boss of Google and Alphabet emphasised the use of smartphones can be safe but need to be moderated. “Why,” he asks, “would we run such a large uncontrolled experiment on the most important people in the world, which is the next generation?”  [117:  BBC 13 Feb 2025 ] 

Smartphones should be permitted for certain academic activities or research, and students with specific learning needs may be permitted to use smartphones as a support tool. 
This Council: 
1. Regrets that Josh McAlister’s Bill has been watered down. 
2. Notes that Secretaries of State for Education have favoured mandatory limits on mobile phone use in schools over the last fifteen years. 
3. Notes that Baroness Kidron in a debate in November 2024 drew attention to "increasing interest in mandating that schools be mobile phone free”. 
4. Asks the Leader to write to the Secretary of State for Education urging support for the original intentions of the McAlister Bill. 
5. Whilst noting that we are not the Local Education Authority, offers its support and encouragement to schools in Oxford to continue to develop holistic policies on phone use in school, up to and including a complete ban”.

[bookmark: _Toc193459895]Standing up for the rights of refugees, asylum seekers and all of Oxford's community (Proposed by Cllr Alex Powell, Seconded by Cllr Dianne Regisfold)
Green Group Motion
Council notes:
1. Oxford City Council is an accredited Council of Sanctuary[footnoteRef:118] and Oxfordshire County Council is currently seeking accreditation as a Council of Sanctuary[footnoteRef:119], making Oxford an area where both tiers of local government have shown commitment to the rights of migrants and refugees.  [118:  https://www.oxford.gov.uk/news/article/1612/oxford-city-council-awarded-local-authority-of-sanctuary-accreditation]  [119:  https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/oxfordshire-is-a-county-of-sanctuary/b ] 

1. Oxford City Council has on multiple occasions taken action to call out hostility towards and demonisation of migrants.[footnoteRef:120] [120:  https://www.oxford.gov.uk/news/article/1518/statement-from-the-leaders-of-all-oxford-city-councils-political-groups ; https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c5yj5j072ero] 

1. Oxford has a proud history as a diverse and welcoming City and is home to a range of wonderful advocacy groups such as Asylum Welcome and Refugee Resource and other grassroots organisations. 
1. Recent actions taken by the government, such as the changes to the Good Character requirement for British Citizenship, significantly impact the rights of refugees and others seeking recognition as citizens of this country, including those who settle in Oxford.[footnoteRef:121] [121:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c9d5wj9l8e2o] 

1. The UK Government has recently announced a decision to cut international aid in order to finance expanded military spending. 
1. The UK government has sought to use tactics including filmed deportations in order to ‘deter’ irregular migrants.[footnoteRef:122] [122:   https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/clyz02e64rdo] 

1. The UK government has pushed on with the development of Campsfield House Immigration Removal Centre despite clear local opposition, including from Oxford City Council.[footnoteRef:123] [123:  https://mycouncil.oxford.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=40013] 


Council believes:
1. As a City of Sanctuary, Oxford has a moral and ethical duty to stand up for the rights of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers.
1. Changes to citizenship guidance are punitive and unjust, harming the ability of people seeking sanctuary to make a home in cities like Oxford. 
1. Changes to citizenship criteria risk indirect discrimination on the basis of nationality and may be incompatible with Articles 31 and 34 of the Refugee Convention, of which the UK is a signatory.[footnoteRef:124] [124:  https://www.wilsonllp.co.uk/news/government-changes-the-rules-on-citizenship-applications] 

1. Changes to international aid are short-sighted and likely counterproductive. In particular, such changes risk increased global insecurity and will undermine the work the UK does to support the global community. 
1. The use of filmed deportations is cruel, vindictive, inhumane and probably ineffective.[footnoteRef:125] Such practices have no place in a country which proclaims itself to be a liberal democracy. [125:  https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1369148116656986] 

1. The new UK government has continued the toxic legacy of the previous government, relying on costly gimmicks in defiance of all evidence around what constitutes effective policies for the management of irregular migration.
1. The UK could at any time choose an effective method to address irregular migration by introducing safe and legal routes for people to access sanctuary

Council resolves to:
1. Request that the leader of the Council:
0. Write to the Prime Minister expressing this council's dismay at the decision to cut international development funding, foreclose refugees gaining citizenship and continue with the evidently false idea that deterrence can reduce irregular migration. 
0. Issue a public statement affirming its support for the rights of migrants and refugees to have a path to sanctuary and citizenship. 

[bookmark: _Toc193459896]Decent and Genuinely Affordable Housing for All (Proposed by Cllr. Linda Smith, Seconded by Cllr. Ed Turner)
Labour Group Motion
Across the UK a shortage of housing[footnoteRef:126] and uncontrolled increases in private rents[footnoteRef:127] have led to a soaring rise in the number of households made homeless[footnoteRef:128] and a massive increase in the demand for temporary accommodation.[footnoteRef:129] In Oxford we’re working hard to prevent homelessness, minimise use of temporary accommodation (especially hotels), and reduce costs. Our housing needs team has received national recognition for their work, but 237 Oxford households still spent last Christmas in temporary accommodation, and we are spending over £4million a year on it.  [126:  https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-7671/ ]  [127:  https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/inflationandpriceindices/bulletins/privaterentandhousepricesuk/february2025]  [128:  https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statutory-homelessness-in-england-april-to-june-2024/statutory-homelessness-in-england-april-to-june-2024#temporary-accommodation]  [129:  https://www.crisis.org.uk/about-us/crisis-media-centre/council-spending-on-emergency-accommodation-tops-22bn/ ] 

The watering down of Local Plan housing targets by the Tories means some councils, including in Oxfordshire, have been dodging their responsibility to those in need now and future generations by failing to plan for the homes that are so desperately needed.   
This Council is building homes. Our wholly owned company OxPlace will build more than 2000 homes in the next decade. We have a rolling four-year target to provide 1600 affordable homes for local people through building, buying and through partnerships with housing associations. We also work with private developers like at Barton Park which is over 50% affordable and Oxford North which will be at least 35% affordable. 
Pressures on the budgets of housing associations and local housing authorities mean that developers find it increasingly difficult to find buyers for the affordable homes for rent within mixed developments, leading to the stalling of schemes even if they have planning permission. 
This Council congratulates our Housing Needs Team on being shortlisted for the 2025 LGC Awards for their work to prevent homelessness in the face of a housing crisis. This Council also asks the Leader of the Council to write to the Secretary of State for Communities, Housing & Local Government to convey that:   
· This Council applauds the new Labour Government for its reversal of cuts to housing numbers in Local Plans and welcomes the return of strategic level planning to ensure that homes are delivered. 
· This Council welcomes the Government’s approval of the long-overdue reservoir near Abingdon, necessary to support new homes in Oxfordshire. 
· This Council welcomes the Government’s commitment to the ending of Section 21 ‘no fault’ evictions which are a driver of homelessness. 
· This Council welcomes this year’s increase of £600k in our allocation of Homelessness Prevention Grant and calls on the Government to ensure future allocations take into account the true drivers of homelessness and the work done by councils on prevention. 
· This Council calls on the Government to give councils the power to regulate the short-term let sector to stem the flow of properties from the private rented sector into short-term lets.  
· This Council calls on the Government to ensure that investment in power, water and sewerage is delivered to support new homes. 
· This Council calls on the Government to increase grant funding for new social housing, to ensure that this city, and this country, benefits from the expansion of social housing we need to ensure everyone has a decent and genuinely affordable home. 

[bookmark: _Toc193459897]School Transport Support (Proposed by Cllr. Katherine Miles, Seconded by Cllr. Roz Smith)
Liberal Democrat Group Motion
Council notes significant and increasing traffic volumes on Oxfordshire’s road network.[footnoteRef:130] [130:  https://roadtraffic.dft.gov.uk/local-authorities/142] 

Council notes that school-related traffic can be a significant contributor to traffic volumes: for example, a Transport for London study found around a quarter of morning peak car trips were for school drop-off.[footnoteRef:131] [131:  https://www.london.gov.uk/who-we-are/what-london-assembly-does/questions-mayor/find-an-answer/car-journeys-during-school-drop-offs] 

Council notes the significant benefits reported by parents, residents and pupils from the County Council’s School Streets programme.[footnoteRef:132] [132:  https://roadsafetygb.org.uk/news/oxfordshire-hails-positive-feedback-for-school-streets/] 

Council fully supports and encourages schools in our city in making every effort to support non-car travel to and from school by pupils.
Council:
· Gives its full support to schools which are providing bus services for pupils, and schools which may wish to do so,
· Supports efforts to manage and reduce car travel to schools and danger and congestion around the school gate, with attendant benefits for people’s health and well-being, 
Council resolves to request that the Cabinet member with responsibility for transport liaison write to County colleagues, allowing school transport to use Park and Ride sites for pickup and drop-off.

[bookmark: _Toc193459898]Better Bus Connectivity – Putting People Before Profit (Proposed by Cllr. Simon Ottino, Seconded by Cllr. Tiago Corais)
Labour Group Motion
This Council notes under the previous Tory government and current County Council administration the loss of bus services across Donnington Bridge and around both Herschel Crescent and Greater Leys.[footnoteRef:133]   [133:  https://www.oxfordbus.co.uk/changes-to-3A-from-April-2024 3A Bus route no longer travels along or has stops on Brake Hill, Shepherds Hill, Blacksmiths Meadow, Coriander Way, Sage Walk, Nightingale Avenue, Frys Hill, Acacia Avenue, Plover Drive, Long Ground, Nightingale Avenue, Dunnock Way and Windale Avenue] 

This Council notes that the new route of the 3A forces elderly residents to cross the dangerous 40mph Grenoble Road and that the County Council has made no attempt to put safe crossings of this road in to access the bus stops on the far side. 
This Council notes that it is often the most vulnerable in society, the elderly and the disabled who are most reliant on public transport.[footnoteRef:134] [134:  https://content.tfl.gov.uk/older-peoples-transport-experiences-report.pdf
https://www.sense.org.uk/about-us/research/potential-and-possibility-research/potential-and-possibility-2024-improving-experiences-of-public-transport/#:~:text=Over%20half%20(52%25)%20of,to%20see%20friends%20and%20family.] 

This Council notes the positive impact on congestion that an integrated public transport system can have.[footnoteRef:135] [135:  https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1077291X22002168
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/the-impact-of-public-transport-on-traffic-congestion-in-cities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bus-service-improvement-plans-local-transport-authority-allocations/total-combined-bus-funding-allocations-2025-to-2026 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bus-service-improvement-plans-local-transport-authority-allocations/bus-service-improvement-plans-local-transport-authority-final-allocations-2025-to-2026
] 

This Council welcomes the near doubling of bus funding to Oxfordshire by the Labour Government.6 
This Council asks its Leader to write to County Councillor Andrew Gant the cabinet member with responsibility for public transport requesting he: 
· Bring bus services in-house allowing democratic control of fares routes and timetables and putting people before profit 
· Introduce a network of minibuses that connect Greater Leys, Herschel Crescent, Donnington Bridge and other areas with Cowley Centre and Headington 
· Extend the 3/3A and other routes such as from Barton, Marston and Northway to the railway station – ending the 12 minute walk from the City Centre 
· Re-establish other lost bus routes across our City

[bookmark: _Toc193459899]Youth Mobility Scheme (Proposed by Cllr. Laurence Fouweather, Seconded by Cllr. Theo Jupp)
Liberal Democrat Group Motion
This council notes that:
· The UK previously benefited from the EU’s Erasmus+ programme, which supported youth mobility and exchange. Prior to Brexit, our young people were able to freely travel between member states, and wider European Economic Area (EEA) to live work and study without time limits.
· Since the UK’s departure from the EU, young people in Oxford and across the UK face increased barriers to living, working, and studying in European countries, limiting opportunities that were previously available. We now have a 90-day limit on the time we can spend in European countries without buying a visa.
· In Oxford, a very high proportion of its residents  (~40% are younger people aged between 15 and 35 according to 2021 Census data) would be eligible to benefit from a youth mobility scheme.
· The UK currently has Youth Mobility Schemes with Australia and Japan allowing 18–35 year olds to move and work freely between countries for up to 2 years. A UK/EU Youth Mobility Scheme could follow this model. In April 2024 the EU Commission expressed a desire to open negotiations with the UK on a youth mobility scheme for young people aged 18–30, which was rejected by the previous Conservative Government and has yet to be accepted by the current Labour Government.
This council believes:
· Opportunities for young people to travel, study, and work abroad can foster cultural exchange, personal development, and economic growth.
· A Youth Mobility Scheme between the UK and the EU would offer structured opportunities for young people to gain international experience and develop skills valuable to their personal and professional futures.
· Local businesses — especially those in hospitality — would benefit from the extra temporary personnel offered by young people across the EU taking advantage of the scheme.
This council resolves to:
· Publicly endorse the principle of establishing a Youth Mobility Scheme between the UK and the European Union.
· Request the Council Leader to write to the Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs, and the Secretary of State for Education, urging them to open negotiations with the European Union to create such a scheme.
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